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THE MEMORY OF THE PIOUS DEAD.

BEING THE SUBSTANCE OF A DISCOURSE, DELIVERED BY THE REV. SAMUIL DON-

NELLY, AT THE BURYING-GROUND OF THE ROCKY CREEK BRICK CHURCH, CHESTER
DISTRICT, SOUTH CAROLINA, SEPT. 19

,
1857 .

Revelation 14 : 13. “Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors;

and their works do follow them.”

We are assembled here to-day, my friends,, under circumstances

of deep and affecting interest. We are here to commemorate the

labors and toils of our pious fathers, who have finished their work
and rest from their labors.

To him, who now addresses you, this is a spot fraught with many
tender and sad associations. In yonder graveyard lie the remains

of my beloved parents. In that school-room I finished my acade-

mical education, under one of the best of teachers, the Rev. Hugh
M‘Millan, recently entitled Doctor of Divinity, a title which he

should have borne years ago. In that church, now demolished

(at the sight of which my heart sickens), I used to worship with

delight.

I look around me upon this assembly, and oh, what a change !

How few do I see before me of the many companions of my youth l

Truly “the fashion of this world passeth away.”
We are to speak of the “ labors ’ of the pious dead, as suggested

by our text, from which they rest
;
and of their “ works which do

follow them particularly of the four ministers, whose bodies lie

interred in that cemetery.

Of these four, the first that came to this region, and toiled alone,

in a good measure, was the Rev. William King, in the year

1792; a man amiable and godly, and well qualified to win souls to

Christ. Under him the scattered families of Reformed Presbyte-
rians in Carolina, were collected into praying societies, and formed
into a church. From him my father received his theological educa-
tion

;
and well do I remember the affectionate terms in which the

pupil often spoke of his preceptor. As he was the first of the four

to begin, so he was the first to end his earthly toils. He closed
his labors by death, in the year 1798, leaving a widow, a lovely
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lady, who afterwards was married to' an elder of this churA
;
and

two daughters, one of whom married the son of an elder of this

church, and the other a relative of mine.

The second in order, both in beginning and ending his labors,

was the Rev. James M‘Kinney, a man of great ardor in his Mas-
ter’s cause, of gigantic intellect, and persuasive eloquence. I

cannot better describe him, than by reading from the historical

narrative of the Reformed Presbyterian Church in this country, a

paragraph penned, I think, by the Rev. Dr. McLeod, one of the

first fruits of his ministry in the United States, and his great

admirer.
41 He possessed talents admirably adapted to the present situa-

tion of the Church. He possessed an intrepidity of character

which could not be seduced by friendship or overawed by opposi-

tion. An extensive acquaintance with men and with books fur-

nished his mind with various and useful knowledge
;
and his

inventive powers never left him at a loss for arguments to defend

the system to which he was piously attached, capable of enduring

fatigue in an uncommon degree
;

active, inquisitive, and enter-

prising, he sought out, he discovered, and he visited everywhere,

the few Covenanters who were scattered through the wilderness,

and formed them in regular societies. The sublimity of his con-

ceptions, the accuracy of his judgment, the fervor of his devotion,

and the vehemence of his eloquence, qualified him to rouse into the

most active exertion, for the good of Zion, these lonely societies,

who had been so long unaccustomed to the public preaching of the

Mr. McKinney arrived in the United States from Ireland, in

1793, preached with great success in the State of New York, near

Schenectady, and was soon settled over two respectable congrega-

tions, wThere, at the commencement of his labors, only a handful

was to be found. After serving these congregations for some
years he removed to South Carolina, having received a call from
the Church in this State

;
and here he ended his life in August,

1803. His dust lies by the side of that of Mr. King.

The one that comes third in order, but the last, not only of the

four who lie buried here, but the last minister of the Reformed
Presbyterian Church in this southern country, is my own dear

father, the Rev. Thomas Donnelly. Of his qualifications and
abilities you will not expect me to speak. I may, however, speak

of his labors and toils.

Well do I remember the many long and tedious days, and
weeks, and months of loneliness passed by my mother and her

children, during his yearly absence, in attendance on the meetings

of Presbytery, and afterwards of Synod. Seldom was it his lot to

meet with his brethren in the Church courts, during the first fifteen

years of his ministry, at a distance short of one thousand miles,

travelled not by railroads, or even by stage coaches, but on horse-

back. Often has he travelled to the cities of New York and
Albany, and even into the State of Vermont.
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On returning from the meeting?, it was made his duty to visit

the Societies of Covenanters scattered throughout Western Penn-

sylvania and the Western States. During these tours, which occu-

pied several months, he travelled not less than three thousand miles,

weary and faint, beneath the sickening heat of a mid-summer sun.

Such were his toils in serving the Church abroad, superadded to

the cares and labors of a regular pastoral charge at home. By these

abundant labors, and the severe exposure connected with them, he

wore out his constitution, and was compelled to drag about, for many
of the last years of his life, a debilitated sickly frame. He died in

1847, and lies side by side with the other two.

What I have said of the toils of my father, is equally true of the

two that preceded. Inured to privations, for conscience sake, in

their native land, they thought it sweet to toil in their Master’s

cause, in a land of religious liberty.

The fourth, and last of those concerning whom it is our special

business to speak to-day, is the Rev. John Reiley, who came
to this State, and was settled over a part of my father’s former

charge, in the year 1813.

Well do I remember his first visit to my father’s house, and the

first visit of our family to his. And how I contracted an attachment

for him, even in my childhood, which continued till the day of his

death ! Of his abilities, as a minister, I was too young to judge.

I know, from the crowded congregations that attended his ministry,

that he was a very popular preacher. His success was manifest in

the numbers that were added to his Church from among the youth,

even in the first year of his ministry, at the Little Rocky Creek
Church. Never was I more delighted, than when, in the absence
of my father from his regular charge, it was my privilege to attend

preaching at Mr. Reiley’s church.

After a seven years’ ministry, during which he built up a flourish-

ing Church, he ended his labors in the year 1820.

We have taken a cursory glance at the characters and labors of

these four ministers of the Gospel buried here. But we cannot
pass from this subject, without recalling to mind the names of a few
others who slumber here.

Here lies Hugh McMillan, Senr., a man of piety and prayer,
who finished his course in a ripe old age, and was gathered to the
garner of the Lord, as a “ shock of corn in its season,” having
faithfully served his generation.

Here lies, also, John Cooper, Senr., an amiable, gentle, and
truly godly man.
Nor can I forget my father’s host, John Nisbet, at whose house,

on communion occasions, our family was always so hospitably en-
tertained. He also slumbers here.

Others, also, would demand our notice, did time permit. But we
must pass on to another point which the text suggests.

“ They rest from their labors.”—This does not imply merely,
that they have ceased from toils and duties. It means much more

:
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that they are enjoying the reward, also, of their labors. Heaven
is a place of actual enjoyment, even to the disembodied spirit. Now
they look down from the battlements of the celestial city with de-

light, upon the scenes through which they have passed, and the re-

sults of their labors. Now they enjoy the fulfilment of the promise :

“ They that be wise, shall shine as the brightness of the firmament,

and they that turn many to righteousness, as the stars forever and
ever.” (Daniel 12 : 3.)

But again, “ Their works do follow them.” Ah
!
you say where

are the fruits of their labors? We see not here to-day, one of

that denomination. Scarcely one individual remains in the State,

of all that number, who composed those flourishing churches

planted by the labors of our fathers. Where are the fruits of their

labors ? Perhaps some who hear me, remember the mighty gather-

ings that used to assemble in yonder grove, where the pastors of

three congregations united, to hold their sacramental meetings,

and the members of three churches, and of several societies besides,

came together, as many as could leave their homes, to sit down
around the same communion table, when, perhaps three hundred
communicants, or more, renewed their covenant vows together, at

the Lord’s table.

What seasons of interest, and instruction, too, were these to the

whole community ! But, where are those flourishing churches now ?

Have they become extinct? They are not here. Turn your eyes

to the far Northwest, and there behold the thousand offshoots of

these plantings. They have not perished, but planted and nour-

ished here, as in a seed bed, they have been transplanted into a

region more congenial with their peculiar principles, and have there

taken root, and grown into wide-spread, flourishing plantations.

It was but yesterday, I saw in the Magazine of the New Light

body, that their division consisted of fifty ministers, and eighty

churches, supporting five missionaries in foreign lands.

The Old Light body has, perhaps, nearly an equal number of

ministers and churches. Now a large proportion of these churches

lie within the States of Ohio, Indiana, and -Illinois, and a greater

part of them, again, were planted by emigrants from South Caro-

lina. Here, then, are the fruits, and but some of the fruits of their

labors. Great instrumentalities were put in operation through the

instrumentality of these men. Under the preaching of the Rev.

Mr. McKinney, Mr. McLeod (afterwards Rev. Dr. McLeod), was

brought into the ministry,—a name intimately associated with all

the important movements of the Church, for forty years. He was
not only a powerful preacher, but one of the most voluminous wri-

ters of his day.

His lectures on the Revelation of John, his sermons on the

war of 1812, and his discourses on true godliness, are all of

standard excellence in the religious world.

Again, the ministerial offspring of the Church in Carolina,

planted and watered by the men whose memory we cherish, was
not inferior in point of numbers or worth. I cannot recount them
all

;
some names I may never have heard, who either had their
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birth in Carolina, or are descended of those who were once mem-
bers of the Church in this place.

The first I think of was the Rev. John Kell, the pioneer of Re-

formed Presbyterians in the Northwest, who lived, labored, and

died at Princeton, Indiana. The next, I recollect, and whose

choice of the Gospel ministry was no doubt the answer of God to

the prayers of a pious father and mother, were the two brothers,

Hugh and Gavin McMillan. The former was highly distinguished,

both for his learning and eloquence, and, as I have already said,

he has recently been honored with the well-merited title of Doctor

of Divinity. Thus it is that the works of pious, praying parents,

follow them. Next to these was Alexander Neil, who, however,

shortly after his licensure, was attacked with some affection of the

throat, and disabled from entering the ministry. James Paris

was licensed by the Southern Presbytery, and afterwards settled

in a pastoral charge in Indiana
;
and I think one or two of his

sons are in the ministry, or preparing to preach the Gospel. Ebe-
nezer Cooper, was the son of the pious John Cooper, whose name
has been already mentioned. And while the father sleeps in the

dust, his works, and the answer to his prayers, do follow him in

the ministry of his son. John J. McClurken, and Hugh P.

McClurken, two brothers, npw in the ministry, were natives of this

State. There are also J. W. Morrison, and H. A. McKelvy (whose

parents wTere once members of this Church), now in the minis-

try, and laboring respectively in Illinois and Minnesota. Then
there are the McMillans, G. R. and John, who were dedicated to

God at the baptismal font in the old Brick Church, and who now
are pastors of congregations in Western Pennsylvania. Then
follows Robert, the only son of Rev. Dr. McMillan, who has just

completed his theological course of studies, and will be licensed

shortly
;
and doubtless there are others whose names are forgotten,

or perhaps have never reached my ear. Some eight or ten of that

denomination, most of them still living and engaged in the active

duties of the ministry, owe their religious training to the pastoral

care of these beloved ministers who sleep here, and to the wTatchful

guardianship of pious fathers and mothers who sat under their min-
istry. A few’of us, too, who have deserted that particular standard,

but are, nevertheless, we hope, “ contending earnestly for the faith

once delivered to the saints,” owe our soundness in the faith, to

the pious and constant care bestowed on us by these dear departed
ministers and parents. In this sense we may say, that even here,

their works still follow them.
In regard to the denomination to which they belonged, we may

truly say, that no denomination surpassed it in the ability of its

ministry, or the religious intelligence of its private members.
Its ministers were thoroughly indoctrinated, and possessed that

intellectual culture, in a high degree, so essential to a clear and
comprehensive grasp of that science, whose field is the moral facul-

ties of man. Its private members studied religious works as their

text-books
;
and the first grammar put into the hands of their chil-

dren, was the Grammar of Theology—the Shorter Catechism.
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And now, to make a practical improvement of the subject, and
of the occasion, let us learn, from the example of the pious dead,

and the blessing of God upon them and their labors, the impor-

tance of self-denial, and diligence in our Master’s work.

Did they forsake the comforts of home, beyond the great ocean,

to build up the Church in this new and wilderness land, or, forced

to flee home and country, and take refuge in this land of religious

liberty, did they direct their energies to the propagation of the

Gospel here, as their proper work
;
and shall not we be stimulated

by their example to labor more for the conversion of sinners, here,

in our own, our native land?

Let us catch from them the missionary spirit, and feel that it is

not only a duty but a privilege to labor, and toil, and make sacri-

fices for the spread of the Gospel throughout the world.

And while we gaze upon the cold marbles that head their dust,

let us resolve to return to the charge against the powers of dark-

ness, with renewed energy.

We see the fruits of prayer, and the pious consecration of chil-

dren to the Lord. Their children were brought up around the

family altar, and instructed, from their infancy, in the principles

and practices of religion
;
and the result was, that nearly all of

them embraced religion at an early age
;
while many of the young

men devoted themselves (often by two in a family), to the work of

the ministry.

Come, then, my friends, let us devote our children to the Lord
with our whole heart

,
and train them up wholly for his service,

that, like our pious ancestors, we too may be blessed in our death,

and our works may follow us.

THE POSITION OF THE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

TO CIVIL SOCIETY IN THE UNITED STATES.

(Continued from page 5.)

In a previous number, it was seen that in the land of our fore-

fathers, the British Government, which had been reformed, as also

the church in that land, had apostatized from their Reformation

attainments and covenant engagements
;
and that, on this account,

the Reformed Presbyterian Church, in regard to both Church and

State, had assumed the relation of dissent. The purport of this

dissent was never very clearly defined. It was generally under-

stood as not denying the validity of both ordinances, as there ex-

isting, and the validity of their acts of administration
;
but that

the Dissenters refused to co-operate with them in their organized

capacity, so as to homologate their apostasy, whilst, at the same

time, they were doing those civil or religious duties that were lawful

in their nature, and not inconsistent with their declared dissent .



POSITION OF REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 39

In this number, the object is, to consider the moral character of

the institutions of this country, with a view to see whether our

relation to them should be that of dissent
,
and if so, to what extent

it has been carried by the judicial deeds of the Church, prior to the

year 1833.

This subject, viewed in relation to its consequences, is one of no

ordinary magnitude. It is one that ought not to be hastily decided.

To pronounce at once that the character of the institutions of our

country is immoral, i. e ., that they are atheistical, deistical
,
and

tyrannical, is an assumption that no sane mind will hazard. In

such a case, the necessary consequence is, that all consistent

Christians, all Bible believers, will regard fellowship with the

government in its official administration, as involving a participa-

tion in the sin of its original organization.

On the contrary, if, on examination, the government should be

found moral, such as the enlightened jurist can sustain, however
far from what it ought to be, yet he would feel himself bound to

take quite a different relation to civil society from that of dissent .

Hence, it is evident that no one should come to a hasty conclusion,

favorable or unfavorable. The result, the consequence is, in a word,

reformation or revolution. Those of the one opinion will feel it to

be their duty to do all in their power to reform and perfect the

government, as an ordinance of God
;
those of the other opinion

will generally be found laboring for its dissolution, regarding it

wrong in its fundamental principles, and as not being the ordinance

of God. We repeat it, then, that no one should come, on this

subject, to a hasty conclusion—and that, in his examination, the

Christian, while he will desire to judge impartially, will be inclined,

in all cases of doubtful exposition, to adopt the charitable, the

favorable conclusion.

But, before proceeding to the examination of the character of

the institutions of our country, there are sundry historical and
existing facts that ought to be borne in mind, and which it may
not be unprofitable briefly to state, such as,

—

1. That the original settlers of this country were Christians.

That there were exceptions, as are in all Christian countries, is not

doubted. But the large majority were Christians, bringing with

them their Bibles, in their hands, heads, and hearts, and with the

avowed intent that they might worship the God of Israel, the God
of the Bible, according to its directions. The Bible had much to

do with the formation of the character of the primary colonists,

and of moulding the institutions of civil society, in their colonial

state. The importance of this fact is, that a people with the Bible

in their hands, and daily referring to it as a rule of duty, are not

likely to form an infidel constitution.

2. That persons of different churches, and of no church, had an
agency in forming the institutions of our country

;
all of whom

would have equal and undoubted rights in the organization of civil

and political society. The importance of this fact is, that many
things, desirable in a constitution, would yet be unattainable from
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the diversity of sentiment in the citizens, and would have to be dis-

pensed with till the people themselves would become more enlight-

ened, in the truths and principles of the Bible.

3. That many of the original colonists, personally or in their fore-

fathers, had experienced the unhallowed application of civil power
in matters of religion

;
and, therefore, as “ burned children dread

the fire,” they were determined to exclude all persecution for the

sake of religion, from their government. The importance of this

fact is, that, while the framers of the institutions of our country

may have erred somewhat in the opposite extreme, yet the separa-

tion of religion from legislation, and the apparent neglect of the

Bible thereby, is not to be regarded as prima facie evidence of

infidelity, but of caution and of fear of future persecution.

4. That the institutions of our country are not unique
,

i. e. one

and inseparable
;
they are complex—State and Federal. Origin-

ally the States were thirteen in number
;
now near to forty, and on

the increase. The importance of this fact is, that, while each State

is a State or nation in the eye of the law of God, and the Federal

Government is a nation under the same law, still no one State, by it-

self, nor the Federal Government, by itself, is to be regarded as a

full and perfect exemplication of civil power
;
and, therefore, no

State Constitution is to be judged of apart from the Federal, nor the

Federal apart from the State. And, furthermore, that what may
be found exceptionable in one State, may not be so in another.

5. That sundry of the States, also the United States, have made
changes in their respective Constitutions since their original adop-

tion. The importance of this fact is, that what was true at one time,

may not be true at another : and hence the relation of the Church
to the State may, and should have a corresponding variation.

It is not unimportant to remark, that it is not the intention of

the writer to go into an examination of the various Constitutions of

the country. What will be written will respect mainly the Federal

Constitution
;
and even this will not be examined by articles and

sections. This has repeatedly been doneJ>y enlightened statesmen,

by ethical writers, and by divines. To such writers we refer the

reader, who desires the necessary information. It is sufficient to

say, that all objections to the Federal Constitution may be re-

ferred to two heads, viz. : A want of respect to the rights of God ;

and a want of regard to the rights of man .

With regard to the first, a want of respect to the rights of God,

the writer is fully of the belief, that, in the fundamental deed of a

people, forming themselves into a State or nation, the rights of God,
the Creator and moral Governor should be recognized ;

and that

in the withholding of them, no people can be guiltless. In the Fe-

deral Constitution, this fundamental deed of the people, giving

existence to the United States, there is no acknowledgment of the

name of God, who had presided over them in the day of battle, and
crowned their efforts for liberty with success

;
there is no mention

of the Son of God,—“ the desire of all the nations,” who came into

our world, not to condemn, but to save it
;

there is no acknow-
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ledgment of the Law of God—of the Bible,—as the paramount,

the higher law of the land, according to which all men and nations

will be judged
;
there is no mention of the Church of God, for

whose sake nations are raised up or blotted out of existence. These,

and similar omissions, are, to the Christian, startling. Why, what

is the reason that God, his Son, his Law, his Church, are so ignored

in the Constitution of the United States?

While, then, we regret these omissions, we are, nevertheless,

cheered with the consideration, that these omissions are not prima

facie evidence of infidelity. We are to bear in mind the above facts,

that guard against such a conclusion. And we are further cheered,

with the consideration that the Bible,—the Christian religion,—is

presupposed, as belonging to the people, that it underlies and per-

vades the whole framework of the Constitution, and is incorporated

into its administration in various ways.

Is a President, Governor, or officer in any department, to be in-

augurated or initiated into office, he swears to be faithful in doing

his duty, by the fear of God, as taught in the Bible. Do Congress

or the State Legislature meet, they are to work six days, and rest

on the seventh. So of the Judicial or Executive Departments of

the'Government. The Ministers of the Redeemer are recognized,

called into service, and sustained as such by the Public Treasury.

With these, and many similar facts before us, we dare not say our

Constitution is infidel,—we dare not say God is not respected,

though wre regret he is not more respected
;
and when we reflect

that these things are omissions,—that there is in the Constitution

no positive evil,—that the way is left open for improvement, we
are decided in saying, that Christians have great cause of thankful-

ness for their Constitution, and should go forward in every lawful

way, not to dissolve or destroy, but to preserve
,
improve

,
and per-

petuate this Constitution, for our own sake, for coming posterity,

and for the glory of God, whose name, law, and authority, will one

day be recognized in these, and in all other lands.

The other feature of our Constitution, liable to objection, is, its

want of regard to the rights of man. Here, it is much to be la-

mented, that a people so lately emancipated from the yoke of bond-
age, in forming a Constitution for their own freedom, did not utterly

abolish from their midst, every vestige of human bondage, so un-
justly forced on them, in their colonial state. This they did not do.

The people of many of the States, finding slavery a fixed fact, did

not attempt to abolish it, but took measures to sustain and perpetuate
it; the consequence is, that slavery, that heinous system of iniquity,

that degrades man from the image of God to the state of a chattel,

now grossly, extensively, and alarmingly prevails in many of the

States, and is threatening the integrity of our Union, and menacing
us with internal dissension and war.

But the question at first, and now is, who are the culprits ? The
people of the Slave States, or the people of the United States?
To him acquainted with the true theory of our institutions, the an-

swer is not difficult. The slaveholding States, or the people in
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them, are the guilty parties; the States that did not abolish sla-

very, but continued it, and the States that did abolish it, or have
done it since their organization, will not be regarded, alike, by the

Judge of all the earth, and should not be so regarded by man.
But the question may farther be raised, is not the sin of

slavery chargeable also on the Federal Constitution? We an-

swer in the negative
;
because the management of slavery is not

one of those things entrusted to its care. Slavery has its exist-

ence in the States, and is directed by the legislation of the State
where it is

;
it no more belongs to the United States to manage

slavery, than it does to the individual States to declare war or peace,

or to manage the negotiations with foreign nations.

It is true the Federal Constitution does recognize slavery, but it

in no case approves of it. Wherever it recognizes it, it does it

with disapprobation, as an individual person may recognize a sin,

which he cannot remove, though in the recognition he may give

marked disapproval. This the United States did, in the imposition

of a tax on the importation of all slaves prior to the year 1808. This

they did, on the passing of the law, declaring the importation of

slaves to be piracy. So in every instance in which slavery is re-

cognized, it is done with a mark of condemnation. In a word, the

very spirit and genius of the Constitution is against slavery : and
were it faithfully administered, the whole system of slavery would
have been abolished ere now by the States in which it exists.

That this view of the case is the true one, is verified by the his-

tory of the early days of our Republic. What were the sentiments

of the men of ’76? Let our Declaration of Independence an-

swer, viz. :
“ That all men are created equal, that they are en-

dowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights
;
that among

these, are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness,” are declared

self-evident truths. What were the views of Thomas Jefferson, the

writer of the Declaration, and a member of the Convention who
framed the Federal Constitution ? Speaking of slavery, he says,

“ I tremble for my country, when I consider, God is just. ” What
said James Madison of the Constitution, when it was framed and
adopted? He says, “ We intend the Constitution to be the great

charter of human liberty to the unborn millions who shall enjoy its

protection, and who should never see that such an institution as

slavery was ever known to exist in our midst.”

From such historical facts as these, and from the spirit and

genius of the Constitution, who can regard it otherwise than a

charter of freedom to all in our land, and we might add, to the

ends of the earth. It is true that the Federal Constitution can be

otherwise expounded. And who are they who do it ? Generally,

they are infidels and slave-holders. Both are adverse to the Bible

and to the Federal Constitution, when they come in contact with their

idols. But why should a Christian so expound it ? Why give it

that peculiar exposition that will strengthen the hands and en-

courage the heart of the infidel and of the tyrant? We protest
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against such expositions, they are uncharitable, they are not true,

and deserve to be faithfully exposed.

It is also true, and much to be regretted, that the policy of the

administration has been for many years, to inscribe slavery on the

Constitution, and to use the power of the general government to ex-

tend and strengthen the unhallowed system of slavery. This is the

act, this is the sin of the men who manage the concerns of the govern-

ment. But let not citizens, let not Christians yield to such a view

of the great charter of human freedom. No. It is, under God,

the great palladium of human rights. Let us maintain it and the

integrity of our Union, as the great means of asserting and of

maintaining the rights of man. It is unworthy of a man—to say

nothing of a Christian man—to be ever carping at and finding

fault with, the Constitution of the United States, that he may make
broad and wide his ground of dissent

,
as it is equally unworthy to

apologize for its faults, in order to justify fellowship and co-ope-

ration therewith. Each extreme the wise will endeavor to avoid.

The Christian’s duty is, first, faithfulness to God and his law, then

love and charity to men.
It will be the object of our next number to show what ought to

be the position of the Reformed Presbyterian Church towards the

government of the United States, and what it actually was, prior

to the year 1833, by the judicial deed of her Supreme Judicatory.

(To be continued.)

THE SECRET OF MINISTERIAL POWER.

BY THE REV. WILLIAM ARTHUR.

It is not from any peculiar style, whether it be extreme plain-

ness, or high elaboration, or what else, that we expect the ministry

to acquire a world-renewing power. Let the style be ruled by
every man’s natural endowments

;
but, whatever these be, let them

all be employed in the one direction of carrying out an embassy
from God to the souls of sinful men. The greater the variety of

talent and of style, the more will the pulpit be like the Bible—the

more effectually will its work be done
;
but let no form of talent be

ever accepted instead of power. For we must have power—power
which the godly will welcome, as meet to minister grace to the

hearers—power which the ungodly will fear, as certain to make
them uncomfortable in their sins, or else force them to harden their

hearts, as if they were refusing the voice of God.
Take away from the minister spiritual power, and, though you

give us the fairest deportment, the richest eloquence, the most
subtle and fascinating speculation, you leave us without any sense
that we are harkening to a man of God. Did the multitudes of
the Christian Church only set a due estimate upon this, and rank
propriety and intellectualism in their proper place, the idea that a
man could pass creditably as a minister merely by carefully per-



44 BANNER OF THE COVENANT.

forming a ceremony, or by weaving webs of curious and cunning
language, would be as far from men’s minds as is now the idea that

one can obtain credit as a soldier without courage, as a painter

without skill of hand, or as a musician without an instinct of tune.

The lowest effect (for less is no effect at all, or a negative one)

which a Christian minister can produce, is merely to please his

audience
;
next to that ranks astonishing them

;
for both of these

effects terminate in itself
;
and when a certain amount of admira-

tion has been expended upon him, the whole harvest of his labor

is reaped—a poor and scanty harvest, sufficing only to pass over

the present hour, but yielding no seed for future sowing, no store

for time to come. The creature who covets and earns the reward
of being counted “ an acceptable preacher”—a miserable praise,

fit only for an impotent and soulless discourser—but shakes no
sinner’s heart, brings back to no father’s arms a prodigal son,

cheers no mother’s soul by the conversion of her children, nor ever

makes a believer feel that his preaching has formed a new and
happy era in his spiritual life, may spin fine paragraphs for the

winding-sheet of souls that are dying under his hands
;
may per-

form over dead souls the solemnities of “ Christian burial but

when the body dies too, and then when the trumpet sounds, and
the graves are opened, what reward will crown his resurrection ?

As no variety of talent is effectual for the ends of the ministry

without spiritual power, so, when accompanied by that power, every

form of talent is. The refined are ready to demand a certain

chastened style, in which, above all things, there shall be no ex-

travagance either in composition or in delivery. On the other

hand, the poor are slow to recognize power unless it be accom-
panied by strength of voice and physical vehemence. Some will

admit of little value in what is only exhortational or declamatory

;

others, again, cannot imagine that close argument, though it may
enlighten, shall ever awaken or convert : and thus most persons

are in danger of forming a narrow ideal circle, within which they

would have the Spirit to co-operate with the agency of man.
We are often told with great earnestness what is the best style

for preaching
;
but the fact is, that what would be the very best

style for one man would perhaps be the worst possible for another.

In the most fervid declamation, the deepest principles may be

stated and pressed home
;

in the calmest and most logical reason-

ing, powerful motives may be forced close upon the feelings
;

in

discussing some general principle, precious portions of the text of

Scripture may be elucidated
;
and in simple exposition, general

principles may be effectively set forth. Let but the powers given

to any man play with their full force, aided by all the stores of

Divine knowledge which continuous acquisitions from its fountain

and its purest channels can obtain for him, and, the fire being

present—the fire of the Spirit’s power and influence—spiritual

effects will result.

The discussion about style amounts very much to a discussion

whether the rifle, the carbine, the pistol, or the cannon, is the best
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weapon. Each is best in its place. The great point is, that every

one shall use the weapon best suited to him, that he charge it well,

and see that it is in a condition to strike fire. The criticisms

which we often hear amount to this : We admit that such an one

is a good exhortational preacher, or a good doctrinal preacher, or

a good practical preacher, or a good expository preacher; but

because he has not the qualities of another—qualities, perhaps, the

very opposite of his own—we think lightly of him. That is, we
admit that the- carbine is a good carbine

;
but because it is not a

rifle, we condemn it; and because* the rifle is not a cannon, we con-

demn it.

Nothing can more directly tend to waste of power, than the

attempt to divert the mind from its natural course of action into

one for which it is unfitted. Instead of resorting to this with the

idea of forming all after some pre-conceived model, it would be

better to teach all to recognize in the variety of individual cha-

racter another proof of the manifold wisdom of God.
Sometimes it is remarkable how small an amount of intellectual

or literary power is combined with considerable, or even command-
ing, spiritual power. A man who by natural talent would impress

an audience less than most men, yet by the superior unction of the

Spirit may produce religious impressions, and raise up religious

fruit, such as wiser and greater men might envy. Possessing this,

his other defects are of comparatively little importance. A general

may have many defects in his character, temper, and habits, with-

out losing command over his men; but if his defects be unsoldierly,

if, above all, he lacks courage, then inevitably does his control over

them decline. So a statesman may have a thousand defects not

directly affecting statesmanship, and yet retain his ascendency over

the mind of the nation
;
but let him show a lack of political saga-

city, and at once his ascendency is gone. So if a minister of the

Gospel be justly described as “ dry ;” that is, if he give godly and
candid hearers the impression that he habitually delivers Divine
truths without any unction which either moves his own soul or

those of others, the fault is fatal. It is what cowardice is in a

soldier, folly in a statesman, or lameness in a runner. The hold
of such an one upon the conscience must hopelessly pass away.
Rather let us have the man of humblest talent, or of plainest edu-
cation, who can speak to us a word at which the soul within us
thrills, than one who possesses no such power, though he can
wrestle with every prejudice, or excite and fascinate every faculty.

The power of which we speak being neither more nor less than
the co-operation of the Holy Spirit with the preacher, that which
is essential to its presence must lie, first, in the state of the

preacher’s heart
;
secondly, in the staple of his discourse. There

must be a soul itself in communion with the Holy One, and there

must be rays of truth—God’s own truth—radiated from that soul to

others, along which the Spirit’s secret influence may be communi-
cated from heart to heart. The preacher must first imbibe the
Divine fire, and then hold it in his heart, as a Leyden jar will hold
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the invisible electricity
;
and, this done, he must have a conductor

to communicate it to those who are before him. Unless the truth

of God be uttered, and aimed in the right direction, aimed at the

auditory, at their conscience, whether through the avenue of the

imagination, the understanding, or the emotions, even had he him-
self the power of the Spirit, he could not convey it to others.

There is but one conductor, and that is the Word of Life.

NEED, MEANS, AND ENCOURAGEMENTS TO
REVIVALS.

Extracts from a Pastoral Letter, issued by the Convention of Synods, recently held
at Pittsburg.

Brethren, “We have heard God’s speech, and are afraid.” In
his providential rebukes—deranging the commerce and scattering

the wealth which the Church has too devotedly pursued—even

sweeping away, at a stroke, the mission property which our stinted

contributions had given, and threatening to take our candlestick

out of his place if we repent not. “We have heard his speech,”

“and we are afraid.” How should we tremble, if the springtide

did not succeed to the dreary winter, and if no soft breath of God
should breathe upon the ice-bound earth and rivers, to melt away
the frozen bands, as no fires of our kindling could ever do? There-

fore we pray, “ 0 Lord, revive thy work.” This is the great

burden of our cry—for a revival of God’s work, as our fathers saw
it, and have told us

;
as some of us have known in these very re-

gions, and in these very churches. We cry, that “in the midst of

the years,” after so long an interval, God would make known—in

the midst of the years of declension, and the years of rebuke, and
the years of revival in the work of Satan—God would make known
his power and grace for men’s salvation; and, “in wrath, remember
mercy.”

We need not remind you that a revival of God’s work among
any people, implies a work of God which has declined

;
that a re-

vival of religion presupposes some life of religion to be revived.

First of all, then, let each minister and ruling elder, each church

and member, ask anxiously before God, whether there be in him
any vitality of religion at all

;
whether God’s work—his regenera-

ting and sanctifying work—has really been begun at all in his

heart.

We seek for a revival which shall impart a new spiritual anima-

tion and vigor to the living, and which shall also give life to the

dead; that it may occur again as on the day of Pentecost, “when
fear came upon every soul,” and “the Lord added to the Church
daily such as should be saved.” We would not dictate to the Holy
Spirit, nor limit the sphere or manner of his blessed agency. He
worketh when, where, and how he pleaseth. Yet if he come some-

times as the dew on the grass, he comes also as showers that water



NEED AND MEANS OF REVIVALS. 47

the earth, and as floods on the dry ground. He has bidden us to

look for “ times of refreshing from the presence of the Lord,” and,

like the apostles, we are even to use this as a motive with men to

repent, namely, that these promised glorious times of refreshing

may come, and in order that Jesus may be sent, whom the heavens

must receive until the times of the restoration of the kingdom to

Israel, according to the true purport of the ancient promises.

Revivals of Other Times .

Such a reviving there was in the times of Seth
,
when men began

to call upon the name of the Lord
;

in the days of Joshua, when
he read all the words of the law to all the congregation, and when
the people came forward, as one man, in the spirit of a most lively

zeal for God’s word, and a most devoted unanimity for the mainte-

nance of God’s service. Such a season there was, also, in the time

of pious King Josiah, when a great national reformation followed

the faithful reading of God’s covenant, and the solemn vow of the

people to be the Lord’s. So also under King Asa, and King Heze-
kiah, and in the times of Nehemiah and Ezra. And so it has been

in the whole history of the Church, under both dispensations. At
Pentecost, three thousand were converted under a single discourse.

The great Protestant Reformation, in the sixteenth century, was
such a revival of the true religion, when the word of God was un-

bound in Germany, Switzerland, and Great Britain, and its fruits

are filling the earth. In 1630, at the Kirk of Shotts, about five

hundred persons were converted, chiefly by means of a single ser-

mon of John Livingstone. And, blessed be God, the great revivals

in our own land, under the ministry of Whitefield, and of President

Edwards, and of David Brainerd, and of Nettleton, are on record,

as the mighty demonstrations of God, the Holy Spirit, and as

proofs that Jesus lives on high to shed down such things, which we
may see and hear. But why need we go back with you to ancient

days ? There are Cross Creek, and Upper and Lower Buffalo, and
Cross Roads, and Three Springs, and Chartiers, and Pigeon Creek,

The Flats, West Liberty, Upper Ten Mile, Lower Ten Mile, and
a bright group of other places, made forever memorable and pre-

cious in our recollection by the labors of McCurdy, and McMillan,
and Patterson, and Thaddeus Dodd, and others, the fathers of our
Western Zion.

Need for a Revival.

Brethren, we are in pressing need of a revival. For the

honor of Christ’s cause, which suffers, alas, so much reproach in its

ministry, and eldership, and membership—for the maintenance of
his truth, which is slighted, and its authority disparaged, and its

purity corrupted, so sure as God withdraws himself from our midst

—

for the sake of our own souls, that while we preach to others we be
not castaways—for the sake of these worldly families which will

perish, both parents and children, if God come not speedily—for
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the sake of our own baptized sons and daughters, who must grow
up in sin, and be lost, if the Holy Spirit come not for their regene-
ration—for the sake of the whole community, who are hardening
in worldliness, and becoming more unbelieving on account of the

deadness of religion in the Church—for the sake of our Academies,
Colleges, and our Theological Seminary, that the ministry may be
adequately reinforced, and that the ministry may be kept pure,

while increasing bands of our young men shall go forth in the true

spirit of the Master. Brethren, are you sensible of this urgent ne-

cessity for a revival of religion in your own midst ? Contemplate,
we pray you, the awful consequences of continuing longer in this

declining state.

Hinderances to a Revival.

But there are serious hinderances in the way of this work.
How far have we fallen into a dull routine, both ministers and mem-
bers, keeping up a round of outward services, and satisfied with the

form of godliness without the power, until, as with the ancient

Jewish Church, God cries out, “ To what purpose is the multitude

of your sacrifices unto me? Bring no more vain oblations.” Thus
he blows upon our preaching, and our praying, and our giving; and,

at the moment that we think we have done well for the heathen
world by our routine offerings to our Boards, with no adequate care

for the work, and with no earnest prayer for it, he sweeps it all

away at a stroke, and asks, “To what purpose is your $200,000 to

me—your printing presses and your property, offered as a dull ri-

tual?” I am weary to bear them. Will I eat the flesh of bulls,

or drink the blood of goats, or be beholden to you for mere money ?

“ Sacrifice unto God thanksgiving, and pay your vows—your cove-

nant vows—unto the Most High, and call upon me in the day of

trouble
;
I will deliver thee

,
and thou shalt glorify me !”

If only there could be aroused among us such an intense anxie-

ty for this reviving, as now exists for a revival of commercial con-

fidence
;

if only the whole community could be moved for our spiri-

tual declensions as they are for this monetary depression; if there

could be any such lively zeal to overcome the embarrassments, and
to restore the former prosperity in our Zion

;
if there could be

equal interest in the first symptoms of reviving religion as in the

indications of reviving trade—how speedily and gloriously the bless-

ing would come. Alas ! if your anxiety for such a commercial re-

covery should possibly be at this moment diverting your attention

from the reviving of true piety in your own hearts.

There are hinderances to this work of God, from ministerial un-

faithfulness. We confess our deadness
;
our lack in the measures

of personal piety
;
our frequent neglect in pastoral visitation

;
in

catechetical instruction; in personal labors with the wandering and

careless
;

in ministerial intercessions ;
in plain, earnest, direct,

faithful preaching of the Word of God; and in a fearless Church
discipline. We confess our temptations to ambition ;

to self-seek-

ing
;

to secularity and love of ease. If we have failed in ministe-
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rial courtesies, in loving, fraternal intercourse and interchanges

with our brethren, we confess with shame. We have sinned in that

we have not properly been examples to the flock over which the

Holy Ghost hath made us overseers. We have not shown our de-

voted love to the Master, by feeding his lambs, and shepherding his

sheep as we ought. We that are ruling elders, take confusion of

face to ourselves, that we have not properly watched over the flock,

and aided the pastor in his arduous parochial work
;
that we have

not faithfully visited the sick, and sought to reclaim the erring

whom we have met in our walks of life. Brethren, pray for us,

that the Great Head of the Church may purify the sons of Levi,

and purge them as silver is purged.

But, dear brethren, are there no hindrances from the Church
membership

?

Have you not sought popular preaching most of all

to fill your houses, and pay off your church debts, and lighten the

burden of sustaining the ministry ? Have you not been carried

away with the flood of worldliness, so that cupidity, and grasping,

and unholy greed of gain, have characterized you ? Have you not

thus withholden from God’s treasury what he has justly claimed,

until he has smitten your idols of silver and gold before your eyes ?

Have you not sadly conformed to the world—loved its pleasures,

followed its examples, adopted its maxims in your business, in your
families, in your private living ? Have you habitually recognized

God’s claim to all you have and are? Are you cultivating personal

piety ? Are you faithful in family religion ? Do you seek for your
sons the honor of preaching Christ, and of serving him in the Gos-

pel ministry, as far superior to the highest honors of the world ?

Are you educating your daughters under Christian influences, whe-
ther at home or abroad

;
and are your training them according to

your baptismal covenant ? Has the social prayer-meeting been wit-

ness to your zeal for souls, and has the monthly concert of prayer

found you one of the praying ones of the Church ? And does the

secret closet daily find you, as one of the true Israel, wrestling with

God? If your minister has seemed to have become secular, how far

is it due to your inadequate provision for his wants ?

“ Ye ask and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may con-

sume it upon your lusts. Know ye not, that the friendship of the

world is enmity with God?” “Bring ye all the tithes into the store-

house, and prove me not herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will

now open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing

that there should not be room to receive it.”

Means for a Revival.

And now, dear brethren, let us look at the scriptural means
that are more especially requisite for securing a revival of God’s
work. As we have sinned, and as God could not do many mighty
works among us because of our unbelief, our first business is to

return to our God with fasting, and with praying, and with weep-
ing. The Lord’s hand is not shortened, that he cannot save, nei-

4
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ther his ear heavy, that he cannot hear
;
but our iniquities have

separated between us and our God. Let us come with a lively

faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, and in the all-sufficient power of

the Holy Spirit
;

for it is “ not by might nor by power, but by my
Spirit, saith the Lord.” We propose to you no new means, but an
earnest, believing resort to the scriptural methods. God is the

same God, and his word is the same, as when thousands were born
to him in a day. And,

1st. Individual self-inspection as to the state of piety in our

own hearts
;
the nature and causes of our declension

;
the sins

which so easily beset us. No one of us can do this for his brother.

This Convention can only charge you, that the great business lies

between your own soul and the living God. There must be deep,

honest, earnest heart-searchings, by pastors and people, in their

closets. There must come a reviving of the spirit of grace and of

supplications. We must have the personal, inward preparation

for the Holy Spirit’s mighty coming among us.

We say, then, secondly, There must be, at the threshold of this

great work, a wrestling with Crod in secret prayer. No public

services ought to overshadow this great, first, essential requisite.

As it is God’s own work—as he is to be supplicated—each pastor,

and ruling elder, and member, must come up to this work of pri-

vate, individual prayer to God. Ask as of a living, personal

being; as man asketh of man
;
nay, as a son asketh of a father;

nay, as a sinner asketh of the great Saviour—“and ye shall re-

ceive.” Seek, as for some definite thing. Seek earnestly, as for

this great thing, “and ye shall find.” Knock, as at a door of en-

trance, according to the appointed way, coming by him who is

himself the way, “and it shall be opened unto you.”

3dly. Let us hasten to put all hindrances out of the way. If

there be bickerings and alienations among the members
;

if there

be coolness and distance toward the ministers or ruling elders
;

if

there be habitual absence from the prayer-meeting and the closet

;

if there be a lack of family religion
;
if there be formality in prayer;

if there be grievous withholding of means or labors from Christ’s

cause; if there be a dull routine-work among us in the ministry;

and especially if we have failed to come together
,
pastors, ruling

elders, and people, in a lively sympathy
;
going from house to

house, and speaking often one to another, watching for souls as

they that must give account
;
let us hasten at the outset to put away

all these stumbling-blocks. Brethren, let us not grieve the Spirit

of God, nor quench the Holy Spirit.

In the judgment of this Synod, an important means, not duly

estimated by the ministry, nor by many of the people, is Exposi-
tory Preaching. Yet, if the hearers have become fond of orations

from a text, or elaborate essays, with a passage of God’s word for

a motto, there is all the greater need of returning to the more
scriptural method. Though our blessed Lord once preached from
a single text (Luke 14 : 18), his more common practice was to

“ expound unto them in all the Scriptures the things concerning

himself, beginning at Moses and all the prophets.” (Luke 24: 27.)
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And it was the talking by the way, and opening to them the Scrip-

tureSy that made their hearts burn within them. Peter, at Pente-

cost, gave a simple, pungent exposition of a whole paragraph in

Joel's prophecy, and behold the result. Paul, “ as his manner
was, went in unto the Jewish synagogue, and three Sabbath days

reasoned with them out of the Scriptures, opening and alleging

(setting forth) that Christ must needs have suffered.” (Acts 17 : 3.)

If it seem not so popular in any quarter, or if it appear to any

to trammel the~oratory of the speaker, yet we must all the more

earnestly look to God to bless his own word, as he has promised.

And so far from exposition being inconsistent with eloquence, the

true pulpit eloquence is the earnest and adequate opening of these

lively oracles. Apollos was “ an eloquent man, and mighty in the

Scriptures.” Our business with the people is to “ preach the

Word” “ rightly dividing,” (with surgical exactness), a the word

of truth”—“bringing out of the treasure, things new and old;”

if any novelties
,
yet always scriptural novelties. And if any de-

claration or exhortation of this body be requisite to enforce this

high duty, we solemnly exhort to this practice of expository

preaching
,
as, in our judgment, a great want of the times, and an

important means for a revival of true religion among us.

And closely connected with this, as a scriptural means for revi-

val, is the work of Catechetical instruction. “ Lovest thou me ?”

saith the Master. Then the first charge, and also the leading test

of ministerial fidelity to the flock is, “feed my lambs.” No
ministerial or parochial labors can dispense with this. A training

to the Westminster Catechism is the high privilege of the children

of our beloved Presbyterian Church—their Christian birthright.

Alas for the families and the churches where it is not vigorously

prosecuted; where any other Sabbath-school literature crowds out

these precious formularies of doctrine, and where any miscellaneous

teaching dispenses with these scriptural rudiments. Luke pro-

fessed, in his Gospel narrative, only to assure Theophilus of those

things wherein he had been already catechized. (Luke 1 : 4.) Has
this practice of our fathers fallen into disrepute and disuse among
any of you? We exhort you, return to it with keen relish. Is

not this neglect a reason why they, who, for the time they have
lived in our Church, ought to be teachers, “ have need that one
teach them again which be the first principles of the oracles of

God,” and are unskilful in the doctrine of justification. (Heb. 4 : 12.)

We recommend most earnestly, for ourselves and for the churches,

ivhatever measures shall bring us to special, private, and social

supplication for this great blessing. Let us search the Scriptures.

Let us examine the warrants. Let us look well to all the prece-
dents in the word of God, and in our own history. Let us remem-
ber the precious times of reviving through which we have passed,
and in which some of us have been converted to God. Consider
the infinite worth of the immortal soul, and the cost of its redemp-
tion. Let us put supreme honor upon the blessed Spirit, as the
glorious Third Person of the adorable Trinity, and let the whole



52 BANNER OF THE COVENANT.

people come together, as in the days of Joshua, and as at Pente-

cost, “with one accord.”

And brethren, we beseech you to wait upon God. Let not this

great work terminate in some special occasion. Pray, and pray
again. Pray and faint not. Praying always, with all prayer and
supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perse-

verance and supplication for all saints, and for us. Importune him
who has said that he is more willing to give the Holy Spirit to

them that ask him, than parents are to give good gifts to their

children. Shall not God avenge his own elect, who cry day and
night unto him, though he bear long with them? We tell you that

he will avenge them speedily. Yet the great personal question

with each one of us is, when the Son of man is ready, and is just

waiting to come, shall he find faith on the earth ?

Dearly beloved brethren, let us u confess our faults one to an-

other, and pray one for another, that we may be healed.” “ Sanc-

tify a fast, call a solemn assembly, gather the elders, gather the

people, sanctify the congregation, gather the children. Let the

priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep between the porch and the

altar, and let them say, Spare thy people, 0 Lord, and give not

thine heritage to reproach.” We promise on our part a greater

fidelity to your souls
;
we engage, God helping us, to speak to you

plainly and tenderly, and to tell you the whole truth—the whole

counsel of God, whether you will hear, or whether you will forbear.

We engage to pray for you, and to pray with you more earnestly

than we have hitherto done ! And, brethren, pray for us, that the

word of the Lord may have free course and be glorified.

Encouragement to expect a Revival.

We have ample encouragement to wait and hope for this bless-

ing. Because it is the Lord’s work
;
because he has instituted the

ministry and all the means of grace for this very end
;
because he

has predicted and promised immense outpourings of the Spirit

upon all flesh
;
because he has carried the Church thus far through

perils and trials, and will not desert her now; because the Saviour

has his reward secured to him for the travail of his soul
;
because

his intercessions are prevalent; because God loves the souls of

men infinitely more than we can think
;
because he is sovereign, and

can do as he pleases beyond the power of Satan to hinder, and be-

cause he will do as he has said
;
therefore, this work is the chief, dear,

inalienable work of the Godhead. He will not give it up though

we be faithless; he will only carry it on by other instruments,

and after we have fallen in the wilderness. Therefore, dear breth-

ren, we may use these pleas with God, and rising far above them

all, shall be this plea

—

for thine own name’s sake ! to make good

thy word, to glorify thy name, to gladden thine own heart, to

gather jewels for the Redeemer’s crown, to accomplish thine own

proper work beyond all the glories of the old creation, and accord-

ing to a covenant with David, thy servant, greater and better than
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thy covenant with the day and night. Only consider, dear breth-

ren, what would be the blessedness of a mighty outpouring, in this

whole region of country. The proper power of the Church would

be brought out to confront a scorning world. The avarice and cu-

pidity of her members would relax its grasp upon gold, and the

treasury of our Boards would be speedily supplied in their present

pressing emergencies, and the glorious cause would go forward.

How blessed- would it be if pastors and people should be found

moved by a fervent desire for this work, and the churches should

be humbled before God, and the careless professor should be aroused,

and the backsliding should be found coming back with heart-smit-

ings and confessions
;

if the poor prodigal sons among us should

rise and return to their Father
;

if parents and children together

should break out in rejoicings at having salvation come to their

house
;

if aged sinners should be brought to bow their hoary heads

in the first acts of penitence and prayer, and if our own dear chil-

dren and youth should come to us, asking us, “ Father, mother, what
shall I do to be saved?” 0, brethren, would not this be blessed

indeed? Would there not be great joy in our cities and in our

whole region ? Would not heaven and earth rejoice together, at

new-born souls flying as a cloud, and as doves to their windows ?

Then would come the blessing that is yet waiting to be bestowed,

when our sons and our daughters shall prophesy, our young men
shall see visions, and our old men shall dream dreams, and when
upon the servants and handmaids, God will pour out his Spirit,

and they shall prophesy, and in Mount Zion there shall be deliver-

ance, as the Lord hath said.

THE COBBLER’S THOUGHTS ON ELECTION.

The following lines are composed by a venerable member of the
Reformed Presbyterian Church, now residing in one of the Western
States, but for many years connected with the congregation in

Loughmourne, Ireland, under the pastoral care of the late Dr.
Paul. Though the verses may not have the smooth flow of more
cultivated pens, they are not destitute of poetic merit, while their

rich and sound theology will reward perusal. We trust our respected
friend may find his support and consolation in the unchangeable
love of God, and realize the fulfilment throughout eternity of his

electing grace.

God’s sovereign and electing love,

Was never purchased from above
By faith and works foreseen

5

These are effects
,
but not the cause

,

For that would cross the Sovereign Laws
By which he did ordain.
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Even Christ’s obedience unto death,

Which justifies our souls by faith,

His favor did not move
j

His righteousness, though infinite,

Wrought out by him, and all complete,
It purchased not God’s love.

Though Christ, the greatest of God’s choice.

As he declareth by his voice,*

His manhood’s not the cause

;

But for his glory infinite,

And all his Godhead, so complete,
For these He ehosen was.

Christ’s manhood also chosen was,
Just to obey his Father’s laws,

His natures both were joined
;

Here God’s electing love was free

To choose or not, as pleased He,
Here grace and lore combined.

In Sovereign love and grace designed
God chose a portion of mankind

In Christ, their living Head,
To praise the glory of His grace
And mercy toward our fallen race,

Before the world was made.f

God’s love eternally was shown,

To Head and members all foreknown,

£

In love he’ll ever rest ;$

Nor Satan, sin, death, hell, nor pain.

Shall ever sep’rate them again,

Nor tear them from his breast.H

Christ’s doing all his Father’s laws

Of his election, was no cause,

Nor of ours, could it be
;

On all things Tekel written was,

Out of himself he found no cause,'

%

For Sovereign grace was free.

Nor faith, nor works, could ever be
The cause of choice with Deity,

—

Not works, but grace Him moved :

The Eternal choice was all of grace,**

No other cause could ere have place,

—

He loved
,
because Tie loved

.ff
H. S.

j- Eph. 1 : 3—9, 11. J Bom. 8 : 29.

||
Rom. 8 : 35-39. Eph. 1 : 5, 9 ;

& 3 : 4.

tt Deut. 7 : 7, 8; & 10, 15.

* Is. 42 : 1; Matth. 12 : 18.

§ Zeph. 3 : 17.

** Bom. 11 : 6-7.
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MEETING OF THE OHIO PRESBYTERY.

Cedarville, Green County, 0., December 21st, 1857.

Dear Brother Stuart:
At the meeting of the Ohio Presbytery, in October last, there

•was little more than the ordinary business attended to.

Specimens of trial were heard from two of the students of theo-

logy, viz., R. McMillan and William II. Reid, and which were
cordially sustained.

A petition from the vicinity of New Washington, Clarke County,

Indiana, asking supplies, with a view to organization ere long,

was read and received. Referred to the Committee of Supplies

;

and their prayer granted. This commences an additional opening

for ministerial labor in the southern portion of Indiana. The pros-

pect of increase, in that place, is reasonably good.

The object of writing at this time is, to request you to publish,

timeously, in the “Banner,” the following notice of the next meet-

ting of Presbytery :

The Next Meeting of the Ohio Presbytery will be at

Morning Sun, Beech Woods, the first Wednesday of March, 10

o’clock a. M., 1858.

E. Cooper,
Clerk.

ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF MR. MATTHEW
McBride.

Mr. Editor :

The Church is one body, but many members
;
and when one mem-

ber rejoices, all the members rejoice with it; when one is in afflic-

tion, all are afflicted. In my last, written by order of Presbytery
(Chicago), I had to record the mournful intelligence that one of our

ministers had, because of the failure of his health, to cease the

regular discharge of his ministry—that one of our congregations

was thus left without a pastor. I doubt not that the other members
of the body sympathized with those in affliction. And now that

they may rejoice with those who rejoice, according to a standing
rule of the Chicago Presbytery, viz. :

“ That the clerk be authorized

to have published, in the Banner of the Covenant, such extracts

from the minutes as may be of interest to the Church in general.”

I record the ordination and installation of Mr. Matthew McBride.
The Chicago Presbytery, according to previous appointment, met
for this purpose on the 19th of November, in the church in Mt.
Yernon, State of Iowa. The Moderator being absent, Presbytery
was opened with prayer, by the Rev. J. W. Morrison. Mr. McBride
delivered before the Presbytery a popular discourse, from Rev.
19:6; “Alleluia, for the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth ;” was ex-
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amined on Theology, the Hebrew and Greek languages. The dis-

course and examination were unanimously sustained. No impedi-

ment in the way, Presbytery proceeded to ordination and installa-

tion. Rev. Robert Patterson preached the Ordination Sermon,
from Psalm 68 : 18-20; the Rev. J. W. Morrison propounded the

queries to the candidate, and offered the ordaining prayer
;
and thus

by prayer and the laying on of the hands of the Presbytery, Mr.
Matthew McBride was, at the time and place above mentioned, or-

dained to the Ministry of the Gospel, and installed Pastor of the

Mt. Vernon Congregation, of the Reformed Presbyterian Church,

N. A. A charge was given to the new pastor by Rev. J. W. Mor-
rison, and to the people, by Rev. J. S. Scott.

Presbytery adjourned, with prayer, by Rev. R. Patterson, to

meet in the Church of the Monmouth Congregation, on Tuesday,

25th of May, 1858, at 10 o’clock a. m.

Benediction pronounced by the Rev. Matthew McBride.

December 23d, 1857. S.

BOARD OF EDUCATION.

Dear Friends, you who are praying the Lord of the harvest

to send out more laborers, will not overlook the important means
our Synod has put in operation, to assist in this all-important work.

In a practical form, it was too long neglected by us as a Church,

and we are now reaping the consequences—few young men to preach

the Gospel, and our numerous vacancies languishing. It is, how-

ever, a subject for much rejoicing, that at present our prospects

are rapidly brightening. As many, at least, as fifty young men,

members of our own communion, and of much promise, are now in

various stages of progress, looking forward to the work of the

ministry
;
many of these young men, it must be remembered, have

no worldly means whatever. In giving themselves to Christ’s ser-

vice, they give themselves,—all they have to give. They are

struggling, and willing to struggle, in order to maintain themselves

while studying. But, if compelled to devote time sufficient to

secular employments, in order to accomplish this, their studies, if

not wholly stopped, will at least, be so interrupted, as to render

them, in a good measure unprofitable. The Board of Education

has it in charge to remedy, as far as possible, this evil,—to supply

this want.

Thus far, the good work has progressed beyond our expectation,

and continues to enlarge. By present arrangements, the Board is

pledged to an outlay of over two hundred dollars per quarter, and

before the close of the present synodical year, it may, and should

be, even, three hundred dollars per quarter. As yet, means have

not failed, and, it is confidently believed, will not. When any

scheme of benevolence, so deeply important to the prosperity of
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our Church, as this one has been fairly presented and understood

by our people, they have ever responded liberally. She feels, in

common with other schemes of benevolence, the pressure of hard

times. The friends of Christ will not allow his cause to suffer,

though the time be pressing.

Owing to pastoral duties, it will be impossible for the Agent of

the Board, at once, to visit all the congregations, which he hopes

to do eventually. In the mean time, will not each pastor, every

elder, and member, who has a heart in this work, and a contribu-

tion to make, be it large or small, forward it as soon as possible,

either to the Treasurer, or to the Agent of the Board?
A. M. Stewart,

Pittsburg, Pa. General Agent.

BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE REFORMED
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.

Circular.

Dear Brother : Confident of your continued and prayerful

solicitude for the prosperity of our Church, your influence and aid,

in carrying on the work assigned us by General Synod, are earnestly

solicited. Without an adequate supply of well- trained and devoted

ministers, the Lord’s work among us must be shortened. An ade-

quate supply, at present, it must be well known to you, we have
not. From whence are we to draw this supply ?

In all ages, the most efficient ministers have commonly been
raised up from among the poor. The Church’s strength rests in

her lowly born Saviour—her fishermen Apostles—her hardy, well-

trained sons. Such laborers it is our pleasing business to draw out,

encourage, and assist.

We are already greatly encouraged in our work. Seven hopeful

young men are now under our care and receiving assistance, with-

out which they could not otherwise be studying. Many more, it is

well known, are within the bounds of our Presbyteries, and who
should likewise be studying, were wT

e justified in promising them
that pecuniary encouragement needed.

Through the liberality of those who are able to finish what they
have commenced, we hope soon to have our Theological Seminary
amply endowed, permanent buildings provided, and able professors

in readiness. Let us not suffer a failure in the still more important
appliance of a Seminary,—students.

We ask your co-operation, for His sake who loves the lambs of
the flock, who selected His ministers from among the poor, and
whose providence calls upon the Church to carry on the work of
education upon Christian principles, and upon a scale suited to our
wants at home, and the demands of a perishing world.

A. M. Stewart,
General Agent.
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MODE OF OPERATIONS.

The channel through which students are received, under the

care of the Board, is the Presbytery. Each young man, previous

to his reception by the Board, must come commended by his Pres-

bytery, after examination with respect to the following particulars :

his regular membership in the Reformed Presbyterian Church

—

his attachment to her standards—his motives for seeking the office

of the ministry—in relation to his character—his general habits

—

his character for prudence—his talents—advancement in studies

—

his talents for public speaking, and his willingness to do all in his

power for self-maintenance.

All young men, thus recommended by any Presbytery, will be

received under the care of the Board, at least so far as ability to

aid warrants.

The largest amount of aid granted to under-graduates is $100
per annum, payable at the end of each quarter after reception.

To divinity students, $125 per annum.
All communications connected with the business of the Board,

should be directed to Rev. A. M. Stewart, Pittsburg, Pa.

Moneys for the Board should be directed to the Treasurer, Hon.
G. Adams, Pittsburg, Pa. Funds subscribed to the Agent, Rev.
A. M. Stewart, should be sent to him for acknowledgment.

Rev. John McMillan, Alleghany, Pa.
Chairman of the Board.

Rev. A. M. Stewart, Pittsburg, Pa.
Secretary.

Hon. G. Adams, Pittsburg, Pa.
Treasurer.

Pittsburg, November 6th, 1857.

“ DON’T TELL FATHER AND MOTHER.”

While making pastoral visits, I called at a house and found but

one member of the family at home,—a grown daughter. She seemed

cast down in spirit, and unusually sad and anxious. After some
effort and hesitancy, she was at length induced to open her mind
freely. God’s spirit was striving with her. She was very anxious

about the salvation of her soul. She was afraid to meet God, and

appeared really desirous for a change of heart, that she might find

peace in believing. After much conversation and advice tendered,

which seemed appropriate to her condition of mind, and I was

about to leave, she made this seemingly strange request, “ Please

don’t tell father and mother, I am afraid they will get to know it.”

And who were the father and mother of this anxious troubled

child ? Were they heathen, who on learning of her inquiries after
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Jesus, would at once destroy her ? Not at all. Were they bigoted

Catholics, who would disown her for seeking salvation in a scrip-

tural manner ? Nothing of the kind. Were they ungodly world-

lings, who would mock at her seriousness, and scoff at her religion ?

No, no, they were both professing Christians; they had dedicated

this daughter to God, in solemn covenant, by baptism
;
they are re-

puted by the Church as consistent members, and yet, the request,

of the anxious daughter, “ Please don’t tell father and mother.”

Why ? Would
-

they not rejoice to learn of their child seeking after

the salvation of her soul? No one who knew them could doubt it.

Would they not rejoice did she find peace in believing ? They, no

doubt, love their daughter, and her eternal happiness would be

precious to them. Still, “Please don’t tell father and mother I

am anxious about my soul.” The request, it is greatly to be feared,

reveals a sad, a criminal condition of things in multitudes of pro-

fessedly Christian families. In all probability, from the time this

child was capable of serious thoughts and intelligent conversation,

till that interview, these parents had never once broached to their

daughter, in personal converse, the subject of her soul’s salvation

;

as a natural consequence, the daughter would conclude this was a

theme on which parents and children should not converse—a topic

that must not come within the familiarity of the family circle.

“ Please, therefore, don’t tell them
;

it would in all probability in-

duce them to speak with me on a subject, which for some cause or

other must be very disagreeable to them, else long ere this they

would have spoken to me. Please don’t tell them.”
Parents, professing Christian parents, you who have sons and

daughters, are you described here ? Have you satisfactory evi-

dence that your children have all been already converted? Alas !

many of you have no such evidence. Many of you know your
children are yet the enemies of God. Have you ever, in earnest,

and with any frequency and familiarity, spoken to them of their

eternal interests ? Have you ever besought them, with tears, to

be reconciled to God? Perhaps never once named it. How will

you answer for blood guiltiness, when at the judgment seat of Christ,

a lost son or daughter may upbraid you for continued neglect ?

Oh ! what reproaches may there come for your sinful backward-
ness, your persevering neglect, your being ashamed of Christ.

Make, hereafter, personal religion a topic of frequent and prayer-
ful conversation with each child separately, as well as in the family
circle, so that should God’s Spirit graciously move them to anxiety
about the salvation of their souls, they shall not, in preference, re-

sort to strangers for advice and comfort, rather than to father and
mother. Why should your own offspring, after having timidly
and partially opened their anxieties to a friend, prefer the request,
“ Please don’t tell father and mother.”

A. M. S.
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THE CHOICE.

The following lines were written by McCheyne, on hearing a young lady say that

she would stick by the world.

She has chosen the world,

And its paltry crowd

;

She has chosen the world,

And an endless shroud
;

She has chosen the world,

And its misnamed pleasures
;

She has chosen the world,

Before heaven’s own treasures.

On life’s giddy sea

She hath launched her boat,

And her all is afloat

For eternity

!

But Bethlehem’s star

Is not in her view,

And her aim is far

From the harbor true.

When the storm descends
From an angry sky,

Ah ! where from the winds
Shall the vessel fly ?

When the stars are concealed,

And rudder gone,

And heaven is sealed

To the wandering one ?

The whirlpool opes

For the gallant prize,

And with all her hopes

To the deep she hies.

But who may tell

Of the place of woe,

Where the wicked dwell,

Where the worldlings go ?

For the human heart

Can ne’er conceive,

What joys are the part

Of them who believe
;

Nor can justly think

Of that cup of death

Of which all can drink

Who despise the faith.

Away, then—0 fly

From the joys of earth,

Her smile is a lie

—

There’s a sting in her mirth.

Come, leave the dreams
Of this transient night,

And bask in the beams
Of an endless night.
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UNCONSCIOUS CHRISTIAN INFLUENCE.

“ The love a Christian's virtues gain, is indirectly leading men to the Saviour.”

Are not Christians too often unconscious of the silent influence

they exert ? They are troubled for those who have no good hope

in Jesus ? they try to persuade them by direct religious efforts,

writing or speaking to them words of warning or of counsel
;
but

do we not too often forget the force of a consistent, constant wit-

ness for Christ ? We would do great things for the Saviour, and
yet are too careless about little things. And then—ought there

ever to be a disagreeable Christian ? Why, the tones of the voice,

the manners, the expression of the face—should not these speak

for Jesus ?

44 Some Christians it does one good to hear, but she was one of

the few that it even does one good to see.”

A day or two since, I gave a parting look at the countenance of

one such. The benignant and engaging expression which had
made that face so attractive in life, still lingered there. She had
44 walked with God,” and He did not desert her as she passed

through the dark valley. The 44 peace of God which passeth all

understanding,” made her countenance eloquent in death. The
distortions of fear—the shadows of gloom—these were not there to

make more sad the aching hearts of mourning friends ! Even in

death, the pale features spoke of the beauty of holiness.

Why should it not be thus with all the people of God ? Who
cannot cultivate those graces of deportment, cherish those kindly

feelings, and strive for that heavenly sweetness and serenity, which

render the Christian still more loveable and winning? It is, indeed,

hard to be agreeable to all—to be complaisant to the dull and un-

sympathizing
;
we are so afraid of wasting our efforts on those who

will not appreciate us. But the quiet influence of a consistent,

lovely Christian, how extensive it may prove. When one’s faith

brightens the eye, softens the voice and appearance, as well as the

heart, how eloquent the invitation, 44 Come with us, and we will do
you good.”

0, irritable professor ! whose active zeal for the benighted ones

of India, or the dwellers on Islands of the Sea, is eulogized by
others, hast thou no sunny smile, or gentle tone, for the worn-out

servant or seamstress at home ?—no pleasant recognition for the

neglected and misanthropic neighbor ?—no word of cheer, or glance

of kindness, for the beggar-child in thy pathway ? Would not

these drop as the dew upon parched souls—would they not glitter

like gems in the eyes of those 44 spirits unseen,” wTho 44 walk the

earth,” on messages of mercy—would they they not meet the

approval of Him who delighted to 44 heal the broken-hearted.”
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LETTER FROM REY. J. CALDWELL.

Landour, September 14, 1857.

My dear Brother Stuart :

I ought to have written you long ago. My not writing you, how-
ever, is but of little consequence, as the other brethren will have done
so, very fully since the commencement of the present outbreak.

I hope, as soon as I reach home, if spared, to send to a relative of

mine, a brief account of some of the more important events that

have transpired within the last few months, especially those that

have come under my own observation. This I shall send inclosed

to you, that you may have an opportunity of perusing it if you
wish to do so.

It is expected that Delhi will be retaken in a day or two, or pro-

bably may to-day be in the possession of the British. If so, I

hope, if spared, to go down to the plains next week.

Just as the disturbance took place, I was making every prepara-

tion for laying the foundation of my school-house and chapel. I

still trust that not much delay will take place in the building.

For, during the rainy season, little could be done in the way of

mason-work. I did not expect, therefore, to have much more done

than the laying of the foundation till about the beginning of

October.

Roorkee, I am thankful to state, has, up to this time, almost

escaped the fate of so many stations throughout the country. A
row of dwellings connected to the College, was burnt at the begin-

ning of the outbreak, which was supposed to have been set on fire

by the Sepoys of the station, but no other burnings took place.

Mrs. C. and I have been called to mourn the loss of a sister and
her only brother, who were murdered at a place called Hissar.

My mother-in-law and two other sisters of Mrs. C., are still miss-

ing. They were living in Delhi at the time of the massacre; and
there is, therefore, but little hope, if any, that they have been

spared.

It has been entirely owing to the special interposition of a mer-

ciful Providence, that any bearing the name of Christian, in this

part of India at least, have been spared. As you will have heard

it was the fixed attention of the Mahommedans here, to put to

death every individual bearing the name of Christian, whether

native or foreigner. “ Blessed be the Lord who hath not given us a

prey to their teeth.”

Our taking refuge in the Himalayas may remind one of the fleeing

to the mountains of Judea, of the Christians, at the invasion of

that country by the Romans, soon after the time of our Saviour.

It is, indeed, a matter of thankfulness that we have such a refuge

to which to flee at such a time as this. The rebellion is, I trust,

now pretty well subdued.
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Brother Campbell will inclose this in his packet; and I must,

therefore, limit myself for the present to one small sheet.

Praying that the good Lord may abundantly bless you,

I remain,

Yours affectionately,

J. Caldwell.

diritorid.

MR. McBRIDE’S ORDINATION.

It will be seen elsewhere, that Mr. Matthew McBride has been

ordained to the office of the ministry by the Chicago Presbytery,

and installed Pastor over the Mount Yernon Congregation, Iowa.

Mr. McBride, in connection with the Philadelphia Presbytery, has

been long, intimately, and favorably known to us. He enters the

ministry well furnished, having in his college course taken the

highest honors, and his theological education has been extensive.

Here, in the city of his birth, and home till the present, by his

amiability, his deep-toned earnest piety, and his untiring service

for the Master’s cause, he won, and still occupies, a deep place in

the affections of those with whom he mingled. We congratulate

the Church which has received his services, the Presbytery of

which he is a member, and the Church at large, by this valuable

addition to her ranks, and our prayer is, that God may bless abun-

dantly the labors of our young brother in the field to which he has

been called.

ILLNESS OF REY. T. W. J. WYLIE, AND ACCIDENT
TO REY. DR. McLEOD.

It will be learned with feelings of sadness, that Rev. T. W. J.

Wylie has, from severe indisposition, for a time been laid aside from
active service. His labors are exceedingly onerous in the exten-

sive charge for w'hom he ministers, and by over-work has been
prostrated. We are happy to say that he is recovering, and we hope
soon again to find him at his post.

It will likewise be learned with grief that the Rev. Dr. McLeod
has also for a time been laid aside, by a severe fall, by which one or

more of his ribs, was broken. We are glad to hear that he is slowly

recovering. With these beloved brethren we deeply sympathize,

and by their afflictions would be remembered to “ work while it is

day.”

BOARD OF EDUCATION.

It is a most gratifying fact, that in the time of the dearth of

ministers everywhere, the Board of Education is so successfully
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accomplishing its work—the work of the Church. The “ money
pressure” has very little affected it. Our people are liberal, and
all that is wanted to sustain the Church, is to make the applica-

tion. When the Professors shall be appointed at Synod, there is

a good prospect of a large class to begin with. We hope to see

the Board of Education sustained
;

it is doing a good work. See its

circular in the present number.

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS.

It has very seldom fallen to our lot to reject communications, and
when such is the case, as we have often said, we have no responsi-

bility for returning them. All communications of which we have

any doubt, are read to the brethren of the Executive Committee
in the city, so that if rejected, the matter rests with no one but on
the above-named Committee.

A communication, “ Profession and Practice,” will not appear, on
the above authority. We deem it unnecessary to specify reasons,

having no responsibility so to do, though for the present, we may
say that communications should be written with some care, at least

so that they can be read
;
that all phrases of the “ slang” character

should be avoided, and that when charges against the Church’s

integrity are to be made, the floor of Synod is the proper place.

NOTICES OF NEW PUBLICATIONS.

The Marrow of Modern Divinity. In two parts. Part 1. The Covenant of

Works, and the Covenant of Grace, Part 2. An Exposition of the Ten Command-
ments. By Edward Fisher, A. M., with notes, by the Rev. Thomas Boston, Minister

of the Gospel, Ettriclc. Philadelphia, Presbyterian Board of Publication, No. 821
Chestnut Street

;
8vo. pp. 370.

The book whose “ title” is above, has simply to be named, to be

known by many in the Church. At the time of its original publi-

cation, it not only attracted the attention, but received the appro-

bation, of the first men in that age. We have it now presented in

the “Board’s” usual style, the typography, paper, and binding of a

superior quality. Boston’s notes make it still more valuable. It

is a work of intrinsic worth, and one which we doubt not, our

readers will soon have in their possession.

My own ' Primer, or First Lessons in Spelling and Reading. Prepared for the

Board of Publication, 18mo. pp. 4S.

Well adapted for children.

Let go that Stern Line. Tract, No. 201.














